
 

 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

                                                                        10/2/19 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes  

 

ABSENT: None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   155 West Center Street: James Holden, Representative, High School Principal, Mark 

Bodwell, Jenn Hammel and Greg Stipicovich were present. 

 

Mr. Hurley and Mr. Anderson recused themselves due to a possible conflict of interest.  Mr. 

Stetson assumed the Chair. 

 

The Board received a request for a Site Plan review from James Holden, Representative for the 

WBMS High School for a proposed twenty foot by four hundred (20' x 400') foot safety net/fence 

to stop soccer balls from entering the roadway on Route 106.  Mr. Stetson stated that the purpose of 

this meeting was to set a date for a Site Plan review.  He noted that the Board has to wait for thirty 

(30) days to allow all of the other Boards to respond with any questions or issues that they might 

have.   

 

Mr. Holden asked the Board for a preliminary information only chance to discuss this plan tonight 

so that any questions or issues can be addressed before the actual site plan meeting. Mr. Stetson 

stated that the Board had asked during the original construction of the fields if there was any type 

of fence or nets that should be used for the soccer teams.  Mr. Holden agreed that this was omitted 

but noted that two (2) years ago a soccer ball did make it out to Route 106 during a daytime game.  

He stated that this was when they began to try to find an acceptable solution.  He noted that they 

plan to open up the fields to allow the YAA’s use as well as any other outside team to be able to 

use the field.   

 

Mr. Stetson questioned whether they plan to remove the posts in place or if they would use them as 

part of the construction.  Mr. Holden stated that there will be a four and a half (4 ½’) feet of cement 

footing with a sleeve to accomplish this and would use the fence posts already in existence.  Mr. 

Holden stated that each net will be one hundred (100’) feet long and done in four (4) sections. Mr. 

Holden stated that he included photos in the packet to show how it will be done. 

A lengthy discussion was held on how the fence would operate.   Mr. Stetson asked if this would be 

permanent or if it will be taken down at certain times of the year.  Mr. Holden stated that the net 

would be on a pulley, on both sides which would allow the net to be raised or lowered at will.  He 

also stated that there would be clips all along the net to keep it from falling.  Mr. Stetson asked 

what holds the net between the one hundred (100’) feet sections.  Mr. Holden replied that there 

would be a cable on the top and bottom of the each net for stability.   

Ms. Hammel stated that they had gone to Duxbury to see how their net was constructed and that 

their fence was much higher than what proponents are planning for West Bridgewater.  Mr. Holden  
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stated that this net, which is twenty (20’) feet high is more than enough.  He stated that they were 

not concerned so much that a kick would go over the net, but that a body deflection of the ball 

could.  Mr. Kinahan asked if the net was twenty (20’) feet above the grade.  Mr. Holden stated that 

it was close to that but would end slightly above the ground.   

Mr. Noyes asked if the net would be permanent or if would be raised and lowered at each game. 

Mr. Holden stated that he wished it would, however it was a labor intense issue.  He stated that the 

School Committee and Superintendent Oakley will make the decision.  Mr. Stetson noted that at 

the very least, it would need three (3) people to accomplish it. Mr. Noyes asked if there would be 

gates put in to retrieve the ball if it does make it over the netting. Mr. Holden stated that there 

would be.  Mr. Noyes also stated that he didn’t like that the fencing would be put behind the light 

poles along the track. Mr. Noyes stated that he would like to see the nets taken down and brought 

indoors for the winter. Mr. Bodwell noted that if there was a Friday night football game they might 

leave the ends up but would lower the two (2) middle sections for easier access to the field.  Mr. 

Stetson asked why they didn’t’ use the light poles. Mr. Holden stated that they were too far apart.  

Mr. Stetson stated that he would make a trip to Duxbury to see their setup. 

 Mr. Bodwell stated that they plan to take the netting in at the end of the soccer season.  Mr. 

Stetson stated that he doesn’t want it left out either. He noted that the town still has “varmints” (i.e. 

snakes, mice raccoons etc.) that are looking for warm places to nest for winter.  Mr. Holden stated 

that this was another reason to bring it indoors.  Mr. Noyes stated that heavy snow and wind could 

create some problems.  He asked about the length of the soccer season.  Mr. Bodwell stated that all 

of the sports should be over by the second week of November and would not begin again until 

April.  He stated that there are clips along the top of the net that would release it if the snow was 

heavy before they had a chance to remove it. 

 

A Site Plan review will be held on Wednesday, November 6, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in the 

MacDonald-Brown conference room at Town Hall. 

 

2.   63 Maple Street:    

The Board received an application from M.D. Holistics, Inc. for a Special Permit and Site plan 

review. The intent of the plan is to allow for a Medical Marijuana Treatment Facility at the above 

address in the Industrial District and is subject to Sections 7.2 Site Plan, Section 7.5 Special Permit 

and Section 7.8 Medical Marijuana Treatment Facility. 

  

Mr. Anderson stated that Maple Street would need to be upgraded before any business was allowed 

at this property.  Mr. Hurley noted that it is part of the plan that was submitted. 

 

A Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, November 6, 2019 at 8:15 p.m. in the 

MacDonald-Brown conference room in Town Hall.  Notices will be published in the Enterprise 

newspaper on October 22 and October 29, 2019. 
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3.   586 Manley Street:  
The Board received an application for a Special Permit and Site Plan review for a contractor’s 

storage yard submitted on behalf of MJM Construction.  The proposed contractor’s storage yard is 

subject to Section 4.4 Commercial and Industrial uses #2, Section 7.2 Site Plan, and Section 4.6 

Water Resource Protection District. 

  

A Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, November 6, 2019 at 8:30 p.m. in the 

MacDonald-Brown conference room in Town Hall.  Notices will be published in the Enterprise 

newspaper on October 22 and October 29, 2019. 

 

4.   31 and 45 Pleasant Street: 
The Board received a request for a modification/expansion to an existing Special Permit for a 

contractor’s storage yard at the above address and submitted by Visi Flash.  The proposed 

contractor’s storage yard is subject to Section 4.4, Section 4.6. Water Resource Protection District  

Section 7.2 Site Plan, and Section 7.5 Special Permit. 

 

A Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, November 6, 2019 at 8:00 p.m. in the 

MacDonald-Brown conference room in Town Hall.  Notices will be published in the Enterprise 

newspaper on October 22 and October 29, 2019. 

 

5.   The Farm: 

Mr. Stetson reported that the sidewalk and loam is in and the area has been swept.  He noted that 

one of the homeowners has done his own seeding, but the rest of the seeding will need to be 

brought in by developer, Robert Fox.  Mr. Stetson also stated that there are a few structures that 

need to be exposed, raised and repaired and that he expected that this would be done this week.  He 

noted that there will be two hundred (200’) feet of leveling courses done on Farm Road and Molly 

Lane and then the final pavement will be done.  He stated that both the roads have been marked out 

and expected that Edwards Construction will be doing the work. 

 

6.   Luke Estates: 

Mr. Hurley reported that he received notice from the Building Inspector, Michael White, that he 

has received a request for a building permit for Lot #6. Mr. Stetson reported that the footings have 

been done on the first lot as you enter the roadway.  He stated that he expected all of the 

foundations to be done before the winter weather sets in. 

 

7.    19 Pearl Road: 

Mr. Stetson suggested that the Board resend the letter that was originally sent to Brian Hahn in 

May of 2018 to remind him that he will be solely responsible for repairs for any and all damage 

that might be done to the sidewalk, curbing and pavement on Pearl Road as a result of his recent 

construction.  He noted that Mr. Hahn has not done these repairs. 

 

8.  Subdivision updates: 

  

B.C. Way: 

The Board is still waiting for paperwork to be submitted to request acceptance of the 

subdivision and the release of the surety.  
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Elm Terrace: 
The Board is still waiting for paperwork to be submitted to request acceptance of the 

subdivision and the release of the surety.  

 

Green Meadows:   

No further updates as to the DPW review of the roadways.      

  

Lamp Post Estates: 

It was noted that there has been nothing started on this subdivision.  It was reported that one 

of the owners came in to get the form for the Covenant since it was not filed with the 

original submittal.  It has not been submitted.   

          

9.    MAIL: 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing10/7/19, re: special permit, Plymouth Street. 

E. Bridgewater Planning public hearing10/7/19, re: special permit, 48 Plymouth Street. 

Easton ZBA public hearing 10/15/19, re: zoning amendments.    

Easton ZBA public hearing 10/30/19, re: special permit, 52 Washington Street. 

OCPC minutes of 9/5/19 and agenda for 10/3/19. 

Expense Control report of 9/25/19. 

Expense Ledger report of 9/25/19. 

 

10.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll. Second (AK).  

        Vote:  Unanimous. 

         

11.   The minutes of 9/18/19 were accepted and filed. 

 

12.   The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


